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GASPE PENINSULA

“The Gaspé is
essentially a driving
destination, with
many interesting
villages and natural
sites. Tourism is
seasonal, which has
reduced pressure
for extensive tour-
ism infrastructure.
Much therefore
remains authentic.”

—TED W. MANNING
CONSULTANT, SUSTAINABLE
TOURISM

RE COMMENTS
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BEST-RATED PLACES

In excellent shape, relatively unspoiled,
and likely to remain so.

Rank 1. Norway: Fjords region (score: 85) The Fjords,
which topped the charts in our 2004 rankings, get even
higher marks this year. “About as good as can be done,”
says one panelist. The gorgeous scenery and the “well-
preserved Norwegian rural life” are vigorously protected,
plus “the local people seem to benefit.” Should keep a
wary eye on the growing cruise business.

2. British Columbia: Kootenay/Yoho National Parks
(score: 81) On the western slope of the Canadian Rockies
adjoining Banff, these two national parks are “essentially
wilderness” with a “good, marked trail system” and
outstanding “visitor management.” “An awe-inspiring
destination in summer.”

3. Quebec: Gaspé Peninsula (score: 80) Jutting into the
Gulf of St. Lawrence, the colorful Gaspé Peninsula of-
fers “oceanfront, islands, and inland mountains” within
“excellent parks and reserves,” along with “authentic
Francophone” villages. A big part of the area’s appeal is
“tourism development largely on a human scale.”

New Zealand: South Island (score: 80) “A place of in-
credibly diverse beauty,” with mountains, vineyards,
lakes, “one beautiful beach after another,” and “clean”
cities. “Laid back and not geared specifically for the
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- garnered positive reviews
as"oneof thefew placeson =~
_the planet where humans
- “have improved upon nature.”

tourist; welcoming to them while the locals go about
their daily lives.” The future looks rosy because “steward-
ship is built into the culture as a whole.”

4. Japan: ancient Kyoto (score: 79) Kyoto, one of Asia’s
most sacred sites, is “magnificently preserved and man-
aged,” and honors the “serenity and charm of ancient
Japan”” It showcases a “rich legacy of living cultures and
festivals, immaculate gardens, a variety of crafts and
cuisines, all within a modern city.”

5. Vermont (score: 78) “More than any American state,
Vermont has worked to preserve those qualities that
make it unique;” such as scenic countryside, lively small
towns, historic streetscapes, local businesses. A tourist
magnet in summer, it nonetheless “never seems overrun
by visitors.” Scores well for “environmental- and social-
sustainability practices.”

Slovenia (score: 78) The northernmost of the former
Yugoslavia’s republics, Slovenia wins praise for being
“savyy about balancing tourism with cultural and his-
torical preservation.” Ljubljana, the capital, is “colorful,
vibrant, and architecturally appealing,” and “Slovenia’s
Alps and wine country remain among the most sustain-
able and authentic places to visit in Europe.”

Australia: Kakadu National Park (score: 78) Half the
size of Switzerland, this diverse land of rocky hills and
river valleys in Australia’s Northern Territory is jointly
managed by government officials and Aboriginal people.
“Wonderful wildlife, unspoiled beauty,” and Aboriginal
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